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What is a pitch: 
The boiled down essentials of your project presented in 

winning style and voice. 
A two sided conversation about your novel and your writing. 
A chance to interest an agent/editor in your project and 

avoid the slushpile.  
An interview to see if the agent/editor is right for you. 

What it is not: 
A blow by blow summary of your novel.  
A one-sided recitation. 
A guarantee of acceptance or even a 
request. 
A career death sentence if they don’t like 
your pitch. 

 

BE PREPARED 
It is helpful to know the answers to these questions: 
 What genre is your novel? Where do you see it shelved in the bookstore? 
 Who is the audience? What writer or book would you compare it to for audience appeal?  
 What makes your book different, sets novel apart from others that have covered the same ground?  

BE PITHY 
A sit down pitch should take a maximum of 2-3 minutes to outline the essentials. The rest of the time can 
be used for questions, and expansion and discussion of the idea.  
 
It should include:  

• Genre and target audience 
• Character and their most important 

“hook” 
• Internal Goal/Conflict 
• External Goal/Conflict 

It may also include, briefly: 
• Inciting Incident 
• One complicating Element. 
• The Climactic Turning Point. 
• Theme or lesson learned.  

 
Handy template: 

Hero wants… (Motivation/Internal Conflict) 
But finds himself… (External Conflict).  
At first he… (Inciting event) 
And he has to… (goal) 
But in the end he learns… (char. arc or theme.) 

Handy Tips 
• Describe as if trying to convince sig. other to 
spend $20+ to go to a movie s/he knows nothing 
about.  
• What are the themes/bigger message? 
• Is there a particularly interesting setting? 
• Do you have background relevant to book? 

 
A catchy logline is helpful: 1-2 sentences that give the distilled essence of the book. Sometimes called an 
“elevator” or “30-second” pitch, but it’s a great way to open a sit down pitch so that you hook the listener 
right away with the most compelling details. 
 
Know what your book is about and be able to convey that with compelling details. 
 
The magic formula: What’s it about? It’s about a guy/girl who needs to do this thing, against these 
obstacles, because this really primal thing (life, death, heart, soul) is at stake. 

BE PROFESSIONAL 
! Be on time. Open with a polite exchange. Smile and sit up straight. Thank them for their time. 
! Dress appropriately. Business casual is appropriate for weekend conferences.  
! Be succinct and leave time for questions/discussion.  
! Be prepared, practice and bring your cue cards if necessary, but don’t read from a script.  
! Leave your manuscript at home. If requested you will mail it. 
! Don’t be overly forward. Allow agent/editor to eat/drink/go to restroom in peace. 
! Be passionate but not egotistical or desperate. 
! Take rejection/constructive criticism like a professional, not personally. 
! Do not badmouth other agents, publishers, editors, authors, etc. Even if you think no one is listening. 


